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As COVID-19 causes massive disruption to education and youth-focused 
systems across the state, it is critical that students and youth who are 
experiencing homelessness and housing instability are not left out of our 
state’s response. For these young people, schools and community-based 
organizations are often their only lifeline to critical services, meals, 
housing, stability and safety, a situation intensified by the pandemic.  
 
Thousands of students and youth in Washington state struggle with 
homelessness each year, and COVID-19 threatens to push even more 
young people into unsafe living situations while also causing long-term 
disruptions to their education. Research shows completing high school is 
one of the most effective ways to prevent youth from experiencing 
homelessness as adults, making it imperative to keep as many of these 
young people safe and on track to graduate as possible. Our state’s young 
people are resilient and resourceful, but they need our support in the face 
of the overwhelming challenges presented by COVID-19.  
 

Goal 
The goal of the Washington State Student and Youth Homelessness 
COVID-19 Response Fund is to ensure communities impacted by COVID-19 can rapidly respond to the diverse 
needs of students and youth experiencing homelessness. Funds are intended to enhance, not supplant, federal, 
state or local public funding. Funds will be directed to schools and youth-focused community organizations which 
are uniquely suited to reach young people.  
 

Method  
Working in coordination with the state Office of Homeless Youth (OHY) and the Office of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (OSPI), Building Changes will distribute funds to school districts and organizations that are 
serving homeless students and youth. Funds will be designated for general operating support so grantees will have 
the flexibility to respond to immediate and long-term challenges.  

 
What is Needed   
School districts and youth service providers have identified several critical needs including: financial assistance for 
housing, food and basic needs for youth and families who have lost jobs or had college dorms close; 
computer/hardware equipment for school and work, as well as internet/Wi-Fi access; transportation assistance for 
students and families; hotel rooms to allow for social isolation; hygiene, cleaning supplies and personal protective 
equipment; funding to provide 24-hour care in overnight programs; funding for wellness/safety checks, outreach 
and identification of youth and families in need; and housing navigation.  

 
About Building Changes 

Building Changes is a leader in coordinating the statewide effort to address student and youth homelessness. Over 
the last 15 years Building Changes has administered more than $50 million in grants to nonprofits, schools and 
government partners working with youth and families experiencing homelessness. Through Schoolhouse 
Washington (www.schoolhousewa.org), Building Changes has focused on ensuring schools and communities can 
respond to the needs of the state’s students experiencing homelessness. 
 

How to Give 
To contribute please reach out to Emily Meltzer (Emily.Meltzer@buildingchanges.org) at Building Changes.  
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